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How Did We Get From Here to There?



And Back Again



The Mai Tai

Pop Quiz



Which of these is a Trader Vicôs Mai Tai?

1 oz Lime Juice
½ oz Orgeat

¼ oz Rock Candy Syrup

½ oz Orange Curacao
2 oz Aged Rum

Juice of one Lime (1 oz)
ӎ oz Orgeat

ӎ oz Rock Candy Syrup

ӎ oz Orange Curacao
1½ oz Light Puerto Rican Rum

1½ oz Dark Jamaican Rum

2 oz Pineapple Juice
1 oz Orange Juice

½ oz Orgeat

½ oz Orange Curacao
1 oz Light Rum

1 oz Dark Rum (float)
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1944 Mai Tai Original Hawaiian Mai Tai 2025 Royal Hawaiian Mai Tai



SETTING 
THE 

RECORD 
STRAIGHT

Press Release, 1970

ultimatemaitai.com/about/history/



1944 Mai Tai

The Original Formula 
by Trader Vic 
Bergeron, 1944

2 ounces of 17-year-
old J. Wray & Nephew 
Rum over shaved ice

½ ounce Holland 
DeKuyper Orange 
Curacao

½ ounce French 
Garnier Orgeat Syrup

¼ ounce Rock Candy 
Syrup

Add juice from one 
fresh Lime.





ñThe Mai Tai 
is the perfect 

foil for a 
huge variety 
of rumsò

Martin Cate & 
Rebecca Cate, 
Smugglerôs Cove



Second Adjusted Mai Tai 
Formula

Mid 1950s
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1 oz pre-mixed Curacao, Orgeat and Rock Candy Syrup

Juice from one fresh lime

Mix and serve as in the original formula.



TRADER VICôS 
MAI TAI RUM


