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The Search for the Ultimate Mai Tai has traveled the world to bring you reviews of Mai Tais from near
and far. L %,

YYou may access these reviews by

 Geographic Region
« Rating Score
* Date

photo courtesy of Trader Vic's.

Welcome. You've reached home page for The Search for the Ultimate Mai Tai! We need your help! Please feel free to Submit Your Own Reviews and tell us about Mai Tais in your hometown! You may also
view Mai Tai Recipes and share them as well.

¥ Mai Tai News ¥ - Site News «
"]

& Tiki Ti Website: This fabulous bar in Los Angeles has a very cool website. Check it out! (June 7,
2003)

I New Modern Search for the Ultimate Mai Tai Website!l. Hey, look everyone! It is 2020 and we
have a brand new website and blog. www.ultimatemaitai.com (January 21, 2020)
& Tiki Road Trip: We'd be remiss in reminding all Mai Tai fans to check out this fabulous book,
complete with Mai Tai recipes from our own Kevin Crossman. Features Tiki Bar reviews from our
friend James at the Tiki Bar Review Pages website! (June 7, 2003)

This site was created by Kevin Crossman. You may send us email: maitai@kevdo.com.
All images and text appearing on these pages are copyright 2003 by Kevin Crossman, all rights reserved, unless otherwise noted. Reproduction or retransmission of this material in any form is prohibited without expressed written permission.

The Search for the Ultimate Mai Tai is a Kevdo.com production.
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Traveling the Bay Ar% ﬁd bpyonqa«to find the best Mai Tai.in the world! Tiki, cocktails,} adventures by}eg\in Crossman

Home Mai Tais v Features v Tiki Travels v Tiki Bar Ratings About v

Big Island of Hawaii: Mai Tai
and Tiki Bar Travel Guide

ABOUT THE S THE

Central California Tiki Bar

U LT I M AT E M l Travel Guide

Las Vegas Mai Tai and Tiki
Bar Travel Guide

The Search for the Ultimate Mai 1 Honolulu: Mai Tai and Tiki

Francisco Bay Area by Kevin Cro: Bar Travel Guide
¢ |nstagram: @ultimatemaitai Palm Springs Tiki Bar Travel
 Theads: @ultimatemaitai Guide

¢ Facebook: fb.me/ultimatemai

Seattle-T. Tiki B
¢ YouTube: www.youtube.com/| SEELE e SR S S

’ L Travel Guide
¢ Bluesky: ultimatemaitai.bsky..
* Email: maitai@kevdo.com SF Bay Area Tiki Bar Travel
Guide ULtimAaTeEMAITAL.COM

About this Website

The Search for the Ultimate Mai Tai started when the original website launched in late 1998. We
implemented a crude interactive website and received review submissions from Mai Tai fans
globally. But, that website ceased active production a few years later and sat dormant for many
years.




How Did We Get From Here to There?
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The Mal Tal




Wh 1 c h

1 oz Lime Juice
Y% 0z Orgeat
Y2 0z Rock Candy Syrup

Y 0z Orange Curacao
2 0z Aged Rum

o f t hese 1 s a

Juice of one Lime (1 0z) 2 0z Pineapple Juice

M 0z Orgeat 1 oz Orange Juice

M 0z Rock Cand|Y%ozOrgeat

M 0z Orange Cu|%o0zOrange Curacao
1Y% oz Light Puerto Rican Rum | 1 oz Light Rum

1Y% oz Dark Jamaican Rum 1 oz Dark Rum (float)

Tr a




Whi ch of t hese 1 s a Tr a

1 oz Lime Juice Juice of one Lime 2 0z Pineapple Juice
Y% 0z Orgeat M 0z Orgeat 1 oz Orange Juice
Y20z Rock Candy Syrup |[M 0z Rock Cand|%ozOrgeat

Y 0z Orange Curacao M 0z Orange Cu|¥% o0z Orange Curacao
2 0z Aged Rum 1Y% oz Light Puerto Rican Rum | 1 oz Light Rum
1Y% oz Dark Jamaican Rum 1 oz Dark Rum (float)

1944 Mai Tal Original Hawaiian Mai Tal 2025 Royal Hawalian Mai Tal
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Traveligle the Bay Area ang’beyond to find the best Mai Tai in the world! Tiki, cocktails, and advgmtlires iy Kevin Cressmag
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TRADER VIC’S HISTORY OF THE MAI

SETTING

Let’s Set the Record Straight on the Mai Tai

by Victor J. Bergeron “Trader Vic”
San Francisco, 1970

Earlier this year, a long time friend from Tahiti, Carrie Guild (now Mrs. Howard Wright), sent me a

column from a Honolulu newspaper which once again has raised the argument over where the Mai
Tai was born and who originated it.

| originated the Mai Tai and have put together a bit of the background on the evolution of this drink,

which has earned worldwide identification and acceptance.
There has been a lot of conversation over the beginning of this drink. Many have claimed credit, ; I I 3 A I ( ; I I I
including Harry Owens. The people who now own Trader Vic's in Honolulu (which at this time has no

connection with the Trader Vic operations on the mainland) claimed it was originated in Tahiti .... This
aggravates my ulcer completely. The drink was never introduced by me in Tahiti except informally
through our good friends, Eastham and Carrie Guild.

In 1944, after success with several exotic rum drinks, | felt a new drink was needed. | thought about

all the really successful drinks; martinis, manhattans, daiquiris .... All basically simple drinks. P reSS R e Ieas e 1 9 7 0
)

| was at the service bar in my Oakland restaurant. | took down a bottle of 17-year old rum. It was J.
Wray & Nephew from Jamaica; surprisingly golden in color, medium bodied, but with the rich

pungent flavor particular to the Jamaican blends. u Itl m atem altal ] COm/abO ut/h IStO ry/

The flavor of this great rum wasn’t meant to be overpowered with heavy additions of fruit juices and
flavorings. | took a fresh lime, added some orange curacao from Holland, a dash of Rock Candy
Syrup, and a dollop of French Orgeat, for its subtle almond flavor. A generous amount of shaved ice
and vigorous shaking by hand produced the marriage | was after.

Half the lime shell went in for color ... | stuckin a branch of fresh mint and gave two of them to Ham
and Carrie Guild, friends from Tahiti, who were there that night.




1944 Mai Tal

The Original Formula
by Trader Vic
Bergeron, 1944

2 ounces of 17-year-
old J. Wray & Nephew
Rum over shaved ice

1, ounce Holland
DeKuyper Orange
Curacao

% ounce French
Garnier Orgeat Syrup

%, ounce Rock Candy
Syrup

Add juice from one
fresh Lime.
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Second Adjusted Mai Tal
Formula

Mid 1950s

V I T 4L; >?L 6C=»M *%r)G; C=; H
V. 1| T -; LNCHCKO? 2BOG A3N-
1 oz pre-mixed Curacao, Orgeat and Rock Candy Syrup
Juice from one fresh lime

Mix and serve as in the original formula.

* -




TRADER V
MAI TAI RUM

My son, Vic, Jr., was discussing the fact that
most rum drinks are made with a variety of sev-
eral blends of rum, and this thought occured to
us: Why not, instead of the customer having four
or five bottles of rum, let us blend it for them.
Here we offer you in this package our “Mai Tai”
Rum, a blend of Jamaican, Martinique, and Virgin
Island rums. | hope you enjoy our “Mai Tai"” rum.




